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On July 15, judge Milton Juica Arancibia concluded an eight-year-old judicial investigation into
the March 1985 murder of three union leaders. If the findings from the investigation are not
appealed, Juica Arancibia will issue formal indictments and commence trial proceedings. A total
of 20 individuals 19 of whom are active or retired members of the Carabineros police force have
been implicated in the murders. The crime has become widely known as the "degollado case,"
since all the victims were decapitated. The lone civilian implicated in the case was Miguel Estay
Reyno, a former Communist Party militant turned police informer who was recently extradited
from Paraguay where he had been living under a false identity. The victims Santiago Nattino,
Manuel Guerrero and Jose Manuel Parada were all members of the Chilean Teachers Union
Association (Asociacion Gremial de Educadores de Chile, AGECH). Parada was also on the staff
of a now-defunct human rights group linked to the Catholic Church. The uproar provoked by the
crime led to the August 1985 resignation of Carabineros chief Gen. Cesar Mendoza, who was at
the time a member of the governing military junta led by Gen. Augusto Pinochet. Mendoza was
tried in connection with his role in covering up the triple assassination. However, the charges were
eventually thrown out by the Supreme Court, many of whose members were appointed by Pinochet.
[Sources: Notimex, Spanish news service EFE, 07/15/93, El Mercurio (Chile), La Epoca (Chile),
07/16/93]
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